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Full Council Meeting disrupted by protesters

The full Council meeting held at County Hall on !4th April was disrupted by two protesters who timed their arrival to frustrate a debate about to be started by the ruling party on climate change but after an opposition motion had been fully debated and defeated. The protesters glued themselves to the front desk in the chamber and it was therefore impossible to continue. We therefore suspended the session and relocated to another room. We will be reviewing security in order to provide assurances for the safety of members and the public.

Love Your Verge – protecting wildflowers and wildlife on Dorset’s roadsides

Dorset Council and Litter Free Dorset will once again be encouraging residents and visitors to celebrate Dorset’s roadside verges as havens for biodiversity and wildlife with the ‘Love Your Verge’ campaign.
Love Your Verge is a countywide collaboration between the council’s Coast and Greenspace Service and Litter Free Dorset. It aims to raise awareness about the council’s work to increase and maintain biodiversity in verges, as part of the response to the Climate and Ecological Emergency. By increasing awareness about the importance of Dorset’s thriving verges, the campaign also aims to deter people from littering on roadsides.
Changes to verge management in Dorset include an increase in cut and collect mowing – a technique which helps to reduce the soil fertility over time, creating a better environment for wildflowers. The council has also reduced verge cutting throughout the rural road network to once instead of twice per year, in areas where it is safe to do so. This allows more flowers to complete their life cycles before being cut. Verges which already have high biodiversity value, known as ‘conservation verges’, are managed to ensure biodiversity can continue to thrive each year.
Verges are increasingly known as important areas for wildlife, and the work in Dorset has caught the attention of national media. The Wildlife Trust already recognise a number of verges in Dorset as Sites of Nature Conservation Interest (SNCI), a designation which is given to sites that have substantive nature conservation and geological value. The council aim to establish even more SNCI sites this year, as part of its work to address the ecological emergency.
Littering also causes major issues for plants and wildlife in Dorset’s verges and cleaning up the discarded rubbish is a costly and time-consuming operation. To help discourage littering, the campaign will include colourful signage installed
around the county. The signs feature a range of animals and insects, drawing attention to the types of wildlife that inhabit the verges and thanking drivers for taking their rubbish home with them. Residents and visitors can get involved with the campaign by sharing their photos or videos of the plants and wildlife they’ve spotted in Dorset’s verges and using the #LoveYourVerge.

Ukraine Questions and links
If residents would like to volunteer, they can contact the Volunteer Centre Dorset by email: info@volunteeringdorset.org.uk Residents may wish to support a local refugee support group – there’s a list of these groups on the Help & Kindness website: https://www.helpandkindness.co.uk/support-for-ukraine

Below are the headings from a much longer report. If you require more detail, contact me
What is the Homes for Ukraine programme?
How do residents become a sponsor?
What do sponsors need to consider?
What if a resident is sponsoring a child/young person?
What additional support is available to sponsors?
What other ways can residents help Ukrainians?
What is the council’s role?
Residents can help in several ways:
Donate to a registered charity
Translation services
Volunteering

Dorset is one of the UK’s top areas for renewable energy generation
Dorset Council is in the top 15% of over 400 local authority areas in the UK for renewable electricity generation. The Local Planning Authority has a strong track record in securing well planned schemes in often sensitive locations. This has aided an increase of 250% in renewable energy generation between 2014 and 2020.
In 2020, Dorset generated enough electricity to supply over 110,000 average sized households for a year. A number which will increase with the installation of three recently approved solar farms. The solar farms, which have all been granted planning permission in the last 6 months, are expected to provide enough energy to power a further 29,000 homes each year.
Construction for the North Fossil Farm Solar project, located just south of Tadnoll, will begin this year and is expected to generate enough power for 14,000 homes. It is estimated that the Higher Stockbridge Solar Park, south of Sherborne, will generate clean, renewable energy for around 10,605 homes a year. ​The Blandford Hill Eco Hub project’s approved proposal includes a 15-megawatt ground-mounted solar farm and a 3-megawatt battery storage faciality, which would be installed to the south of Blandford Hill, generating energy supply for 4,000 homes.
Dorset Council’s Climate and Ecological Emergency Strategy sets out a commitment to support the county to be carbon neutral. In its role as the Local Planning Authority, the council recognises the vital importance of securing an increase in renewable energy installations. This has to be carefully managed, due to the important landscapes and features in the county. With two thirds of Dorset being designated as landscapes of national importance and many heritage assets, all planning decisions must consider the high sensitivity and value of Dorset’s natural and built environments, which are subject to the highest levels of protection.

Dorset makes top ten for recycling
A STUDY shows the best place across England for recycling - and it is good news for Dorset.
According to Priory Direct, a planet-friendly packaging retailer, recycling gives existing materials a new life, instead of relying on and depleting natural resources - and recycling also uses considerably less water and 75 per cent less energy during manufacturing, as well as emitting less pollution compared to harvesting and creating using raw materials.
Ahead of Global Recycling Day on Friday (March 18), Priory Direct has revealed the top 10 best places for recycling – with Dorset sitting in eighth place.
The best performing local authority in England is St Albans (64.2 per cent), second is South Oxfordshire (63.6 per cent), third is Three Rivers (63.1 per cent), fourth is Vale of White Horse (62.6 per cent), fifth is Surrey Heath (61.3 per cent), sixth is East Riding of Yorkshire (60.8 per cent), seventh is North Somerset (60.4 per cent), eighth is Dorset (60.1 per cent), ninth is East Devon (60 per cent), and 10th is Tandridge (59.9 per cent).
Tour of Britain comes to Dorset

Dorset’s natural beauty – including the Jurassic Coast UNESCO World Heritage Site that runs through the county – will be showcased to the world on the penultimate day of this year’s Tour of Britain. Race organisers SweetSpot have released more details of stage seven of the UK’s most prestigious cycle race, taking place on Saturday 10 September, including the start and finish locations of West Bay and Ferndown respectively. The race’s first-ever Dorset stage promises to be an unforgettable sporting spectacle, starring over 100 of the world’s best riders and some of the best backdrops that Britain has to offer.
 
Stage seven will take the riders from West Bay, known for its striking golden cliffs, to the bustling town of Ferndown via a 180-kilometre (112-mile) route. The course will initially parallel with the West Dorset Heritage coast before passing through Dorchester, West Lulworth and Corfe Castle, before heading inland towards Wareham, Milton Abbas and Wimborne Minster. The noted climbs of Whiteway Hill, near East Lulworth, Bulbarrow Hill and Okeford Hill all feature along the route, which culminates on Ferndown’s Victoria Road

Pressure on services (Covid)

Our hospital emergency departments and other health and care services continue to be under significant pressure, with high Covid-19 cases continuing to have an impact on staffing levels. Local health and care partners in the county are asking residents and visitors to the area to think about the most appropriate service for them before they seek help. Below are seven ways you can support the NHS:

1. Use NHS services wisely to get the right treatment, in the right place, at the right time.   
1. Think NHS 111. If you have an urgent need that cannot wait until you can access your GP visit 111.nhs.uk or call 111.
1. Speak to your GP where you live if you are visiting Dorset. 
1. Be prepared. Contact your own pharmacist or GP practice for ongoing or minor health issues.
1. Use digital health services as an on-demand alternative to in person services.
1. Covid-19 restrictions have ended but cases are still very high. Stay at home if you are unwell.
1. Only ever call 999 in a medical emergency – this is when someone is seriously ill or injured and their life is at risk.


South Walks House

Dorset Council and Dorset County Hospital have agreed a 20-year lease for use of South Walks House building in Dorchester, owned by the council. Dorset County Hospital will use South Walks House for a combination of clinical and office purposes, providing a central and easily accessible location and enabling the hospital to maximise the use of clinical space on its main site.  This move to bring health to the high street is part of efforts to make access to NHS services more convenient for local people.

The lease covers full use of the building, excluding the library and learning centre which will continue to operate as normal and provide the main Dorset Council customer service point in Dorchester. South Walks House has been successfully used over the past six months by Dorset County Hospital and other NHS partners as an Outpatient Assessment Centre, with rapid access clinics operating out of the ground floor as part of a county-wide effort to tackle NHS waiting lists.

From Dorchester's point of view there will be a huge boost to the town.  More high quality, non-seasonal jobs.  Many more customers brought into town who will use the shops and facilities.  The care jobs aren't roles that can be done from home, many of these staff will be in Dorchester every day, using town facilities, as will the patients.  The economic impact will be tremendously positive for the town.
 
From Dorset's perspective we free up money to do other things.  It isn't just the £7m of rent we will receive over the years; our cost reduces too.  Much of the building maintenance, insurance costs etc will transfer to the new tenant.  Dorset has a huge program of investment into Children's services.  We are just about to open a whole new school for Special Educational Needs near Shaftesbury.  We are opening a new Children's Home in Weymouth.  The savings we are making at SWH are being used to pay for the staff and the running costs of these sorts of facilities.

Please also look at the useful Q&As on gov.uk: https://www.gov.uk/guidance/homes-for-ukraine-scheme-frequently-asked-questions.

. 

The plan is to move to a ‘trusted keyholder’ model. This means that the clubs that use the indoor facilities at Redlands would assume most of the responsibilities for delivering their activities, such as opening and closing the buildings when needed, taking on new members and organising bookings. 
 
Active Dorset, a local charity, will take over the lease. Weymouth College will contribute to required repairs (as per their lease) and Dorset Council will both invest and offer support. This community-led approach puts the facilities in the hands of those who use them the most, and the three organisations will work alongside the Redlands community to make sure there is a smooth transition.
 
Next steps: If the proposals are supported by partners and stakeholders, the decision on the future of the buildings will go to Dorset Council’s Cabinet later this year. While this may happen after July (Weymouth College’s desired date to surrender their lease), we don’t foresee any temporary closure of the indoor services while the paperwork is being worked out; the buildings will operate as they do currently until the new arrangements are formally in place.

Parents’ and carers choice of schools

Parents and carers in the Dorset Council area found out on 19 April which reception, junior or middle school their children will be joining in September 2022. Those offered their first preference has increased to just under 96 per cent from just under 95 per cent last year
94.68% have been offered their first preference of reception school
98.09% have been offered their first preference of junior school
97.40% have been offered their first preference of middle school

Dorset Council School Admissions Team received 4,302 applications. They were able to offer 4,112 families their first choice of school – a total of 95.58 per cent. Over 96 per cent of parents and carers chose to complete their applications online. Anyone without an email address should contact Dorset Council School Admissions Team on 01305 221060.  

Work being undertaken on Dorset Council’s assets

The Assets department at Dorset Council is leading on the redevelopment of North Quay and the bowling alley.  They also lead on the project to raise and repair Weymouth's harbour walls.  They are delivering the £19m project to decarbonise the Council's building using Government grants.  They are converting a school near Shaftesbury to a specialist facility for children with Special Educational Needs.  They are building a new Children's Home on Dorchester Road.  They are working with the NHS to convert South Walks House in Weymouth to a administration and care facility for the Health Service.  They have, in the last couple of weeks, demolished Pippins in Wimborne to allow development of that site.  They have also just handed over the BattleLab facility on the Dorset Innovation Park to the MoD for the army to occupy.  They are working on the building of a new block of facilities on the Park to accommodate new tenants as the current facilities are full.  They have finished preparing a new allotment in Preston to hand over to Weymouth Town Council. They are also working on the underpinning of Sandsfoot Castle.  

