


STOURTON CAUNDLE PARISH COUNCIL
MEETING ON WEDNESDAY, 18TH MAY, 2022 FOLLOWING THE A.G.M. AT 8.19ap.m.
[bookmark: _Hlk99914510]PRESENT: Vice-Chair J. Waltham, A. Harris, P. Lane,  M. Litchfield, I. Moss, R. Paull, Jane Westbrook, Clerk S. Harris.
5 members of the public
	147.a
	To Receive Apologies:
Dorset Councillor Carr-Jones (attending another meeting)

	

	147.b.
	Confirmation of Minutes of meeting on March 14th 2022
The minutes were approved and signed, having been circulated previously.

	

	147.c.
	Matters Arising Therefrom:
Pothole in Stokes Lane, previous reports  1186201 and 1191232 confirmation received that this would be investigated again and actioned if appropriate.
Now repaired.
Village Hall Donation:
Mr. Paull reported that the suggestion to increase the donation £200 to £300 which would then include the village hall rent for meetings had been put to the Village Hall Committee who were in favour of the idea. The amount may not be sufficient due to rising costs generally so will be an Agenda item at the next Parish Council meeting. 
Clerk to write to Mr. Walker to formally express the Parish Councillors’ appreciation of his ten years’ service.

	









Clerk actioned 25.5.22

	147.d.
	Declarations of interest.
Not applicable.

	

	
	OPEN FORUM
The meeting was closed and re-opened at 8.24p.m. no matters raised.

	

	























	MAIN AGENDA
1. DORSET COUNCILLOR’S REPORT
The Annual Report has been summarised in the Annual Parish Meeting minutes and is published on the Parish Council’s website.
2. QUEEN’S PLATINUM JUBILEE COMMEMORATIVE TREE
Mrs. Walters asked for the Parish Council’s approval to plant a may tree on the grassed area below the play-area in Brimble Cottages. Dorset Council have approved this suggestion.
There were some concerns about possible root damage to the main sewer which crosses the area and suggestion that the play-area would be a better alternative, possibly to replace the beech tree.
R. Paull proposed that the new tree be planted below the play-area away from the sewer. All councillors agreed this apart from one abstention.
(Mr. and Mrs Walters left the meeting at 8.31)
3. PLAY-AREA MAINTENANCE
The annual safety report has highlighted a number of problems which can be repaired by Mr  Lane and Mr Yandell who has kindly offered to take on the maintenance. Follow up at next meeting. 
4. GRASS CUTTING IN VILLAGE
The quality of the grass cutting has been far below the normal standard. Clerk to write and express disappointment and reassurance to improve the standard. The contract has been sent to the contractors asking for the enclosed copy to be signed and returned which has not yet been done.
Tenders are due to be obtained in the Autumn of 2022.
Mr. Jones pointed out that when the same contractors were appointed in 2019, during his time as Chairman, they were very competitively priced and came with recommendations from another parish.

5. PARISH COUNCIL E-MAIL ADDRESS UPGRADE
DAPTC are to increase the  capacity on the server as the size of email attachments and volume of emails has grown significantly. This often results in email accounts getting blocked or becoming inactive until they are cleared or tidied up. This will now incur a charge of £39 per year. All agreed with Mr. Litchfield’s proposal, seconded with J. Waltham.

	





Clerk to confirm to Abigal Brooks at Dorset Council.
Actioned on 20.5.22









Clerk actioned 20.5.22

	
	
	

	
	6.  ANNUAL INSURANCE SUBSCRIPTION
This has increased substantially. Mr. Waltham proposed to accept subject to the clerk confirming public liability cover is included for village events, seconded by R. Paull. Clerk also to contact DAPTC to ask if they have any advice for reducing the cost in future.

	
Clerk to contact Insurers for details
Actioned
20.5.22


	
	7. ANNUAL AUDIT
Mr. Woodward had kindly audited the accounts again. He very generously declined the usual £50 donation due to ever increasing costs.
The Exemption Certificate for smaller councils was approved and the Annual Governance and Accountability forms and Internal Auditor’s Report were approved and signed.
Approval proposed by M. Litchfield and J. Waltham.

	

	147.e
STATE OF FINANCES MAY 18TH 2022
	CURRENT BALANCE BROUGHT FORWARD FROM LAST MEETING
	
	£
4,754 . 33
	£


	Less cheques approved on 14th March           
                                                          Less Cheque approved on 31.03.2022 for final monthly payment for grass cutting so
Outstanding at year end

	c.no 101043         40  00
c.no 101044         10  00
c.no 101045   1,001 . 76
c.no 101046       930 . 00
  
                         
 c.no 10147        187 . 46
	



2,772 . 57

2,585 . 11
	






  

	CLOSING CURRENT BALANCE
AT YEAR END 2022
	
	
	
  2,585 . 11

	DEPOSIT BALANCE BROUGHT FORWARD FROM LAST MEETING 
Add interest paid March 22
CLOSING DEPOSIT BALANCE AT YEAR END 2022
	


                                       + . 19
	7,515 . 45



	


  7,515 . 64

	TOTAL YEAR END BALANCES
AT 31.03.2022
	
	
	 10,100 . 75






	YEAR COMMENCING 01.04.2022 BROUGHT FORWARD:
CURRENT BALANCE


	
	


 

	  2,585  .  11

	Add first half of precept for 2022/23
TOTAL CURRENT BALANCE AS AT 18.05.2022
	                        4,500 . 00
	
	 


   7,085 . 11

	TOTAL DEPOSIT BALANCE BROUGHT FORWARD:
	                     
	
	   7,515 . 64


	TOTAL BANK BALANCES AT 18.05.2022
	
	
	£ 14,600 . 75



CHEQUES TO APPROVE AT THE MEETING
ON 18TH MAY 2022
	Cheque no. 101048
	Village Hall Rent 
	        70 . 00                        

	Cheque no. 101049
	Dikes Nurseries, Grass cutting for April
	      192 . 14       

	Cheque no. 101050
	NFU Printing Caundler inserts
	      112 . 50                                      

	Cheque no. 101051
	AVG Computer security 2 years
	        96 . 99                                         

	Cheque no. 101052
	Microsoft Annual Subscription
	        59 . 99                                        

	Cheque no. 101053
	Insurance
	      668 . 84                                       

	Cheque no. 101054
	Playsafety ROSPA inspection
	      105 . 00                                       





	147.f
	ROUTINE CORRESPONDENCE
List on file
NALC letter requesting feedback re planning replied to saying the Parish Council appears to have zero impact on planning decisions at present and we should, as a Parish Council, have a more significant voice at County level.
	

	147.g
	MATTERS FOR FURTHER DISCUSSION OR NEXT AGENDA
3 Firs Farm Planning Application notification P/PAAC/2022/1928 dated 25.3.22 for change of use and conversion to a dwelling house. This is not a planning application it is for information only. It is understood a new planning application will soon follow. 
Bank Mandate requires removal of Hedley Walker and addition of Alban Harris.
Village Hall Donation.
Website profiles of councillors need updating or adding.
Follow up Dorset Council strategy to manage minor watercourses.

	




Clerk,
Sent 31.5.22

	147.h.
	DATE OF NEXT MEETING . T.B.A.

	

	147.i
	TIME OF CLOSURE
The meeting closed at 9.10p.m.
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