Dorset Councillor Report December 2022 

Wishing you all a Merry Christmas & a Happy New Year

I would like to take this opportunity to wish all our Members & Residents a happy Christmas.

 
Christmas parking
There will be free parking on selected days in late November and December at some car parks in the Dorset Council area. To encourage residents to support local businesses by shopping locally and attending events, free parking will be available on Small Business Saturday which takes place on 3 December this year. We are offering free parking on the first Saturday in December at: Beaminster, Blandford, Bridport, Dorchester, Gillingham, Lyme Regis, Shaftesbury, Sherborne, Sturminster Newton, Wareham, Weymouth, and Wimborne. Free parking will also be available in car parks managed by Dorset Council on various other dates in the run-up to Christmas. Details of the car parks and dates can be seen on the council’s Christmas parking webpages.

Christmas Bin collection
The revised dates for bin collection vary across the county. To find out what is yours go the Dorset website check your bin, put in your postcode and you should get an answer! However, in general, the usual collection services will be delayed by a day from December 26 until December 30. For example, rubbish collection on Monday, December 26 will now be taken on Tuesday, December 27 etc. This will remain in place throughout the week until normal service resumes on Monday, January 2. You can keep track of what bin needs to be put out when by visiting dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/check-your-bin-day.

Partnership to support vulnerable women in Dorset.
A project which will help vulnerable women in Dorset has come one step closer to realisation.
Dorset Council has appointed BCHA, a charitable housing association based in the south west, to lead the Pause Programme. Pause is a nationally evaluated programme which works with women who have experienced, or are at risk of, repeated pregnancies that result in their children needing to be removed from their care.
The programme aims to give women the opportunity to pause and take control of their lives, breaking a destructive cycle that causes both them and their children deep trauma. It supports them to develop new skills and responses that can help them create a more positive future.

You can get a FREE pre-loved coat for your child
Over the past few weeks, Dorset Council Children’s Centres in Blandford and Shaftesbury have been asking the public to donate coats for children aged 0 – 16 to support families in the area struggling with the cost of living.
There has been a fantastic response to the appeal and thanks to the Dorset public’s kind donations both Children’s Centres now have a great range of good quality free coats and jackets available for parents and carers to choose from.
If you would like to see what’s available, try on for size and take home, just drop in on Tuesday (term time only) at the following locations/times:
Blandford Children’s Centre, Black Lane, DT11 8SW
Between 8.30am and midday
Shaftesbury Children’s Centre, Wincombe Lane, SP7 8PZ
Between 9am and 4pm.
For more information, including visiting at a different time, please contact Dorset Council North Locality
E:northlocality@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk
Rough Sleepers
Dorset Council has successfully secured more than £1.5 million to help continue excellent work supporting rough sleepers. As well as continuing to support existing projects, such as the Bus Shelter and our advice and support services, the additional funding will help establish a new rapid assessment unit for vulnerable people providing accommodation and bespoke assistance to prevent returning to the streets. Spread over three years the money will also be used to support charities in the community which are set up to help rough sleepers. The funds over such a significant period, will give security to the organisations and their workforces.


Illegal puppy farmers ordered to pay £150k or face prison
A judge has given a pair of convicted illegal puppy sellers just 3 months to pay over £150,000 or risk up to 18 months in prison.
William Derrick Perriton and Rebecca Heath of Three-Legged Cross appeared in court back in January following several years of investigation by Dorset Council officers regarding animal welfare offences and unlicensed breeding at an illegal puppy farm. Last month, Mr. Perriton and Ms. Heath were each sentenced to 200 hours of community service – the maximum possible following a guilty plea without imposing a custodial sentence. However, the confiscation order and court costs faced by the pair were only confirmed by a judge at Bournemouth Crown Court last week (Friday 25 November). All puppies were brought back to full health and successfully rehomed via a well-recognised animal rescue charity.
The pair pleaded guilty to causing unnecessary suffering to a protected animal, failing to take steps to ensure the needs of animals were met and carrying out a dog breeding and selling business for 14 months without a licence.

Net Zero Target
The local authority published its third Climate and Ecological Emergency Strategy Progress Report outlining progress towards reducing carbon emissions. Since introducing their strategy in 2019, the carbon footprint of the council has reduced by 26 per cent and current data indicates we are on track to achieve their interim target of reducing council emissions by 40 per cent by 2025. 

Schools Admissions
Dorset are running the annual consultation on the School Admission Arrangements 2024/2025 with effect from Monday 7th November 2022 to Sunday 18th December 2022. Details of the consultation will be available to view at 2024 to 2025 school admission policies - Dorset Council.
Responses must be submitted either in writing to School Admissions Team, Dorset Council, County Hall, Dorchester, DT1 1XJ or by email to schoolorganisation@dorsetcouncil.gov.uk by Sunday 18th December 2022. Upon the conclusion of the consultation period all responses will be considered carefully, and a report will be presented to Dorset Council’s Cabinet meeting on Tuesday 28th February 2023.
The timetable for the consultation is set out below: 
	Dorset LA consultation begins
	7th November 2022

	Dorset LA consultation ends
	18th December 2022

	Own Admission Authorities (including Dorset LA) determine Admission Arrangements 
	28th February 2023

	Own Admission Authorities (including Dorset LA) publish Admission Arrangements 
	15th March 2023

	Deadline for Objections to Office of the School’s Adjudicator
	15th May 2023




Local Government Reorganisation Savings
Some nearly 4 years ago we embarked upon the exercise to abolish the 5 District Councils and to create two larger authorities to reduce duplication and improve efficiency. I have been asked how this is progressing and I reproduce below a statement I received from the Chief Financial Officer.
During its first 3½ years old Dorset Council has maximised the efficiencies of becoming a unitary council which has enabled it to re-invest in front line services. Since it was formed the Council has made savings of £77M:
	 
	Annual Efficiency and transformational saving
£’000

	2019/20
	17,200

	2020/21
	14,400

	2021/22
	27,786

	2022/23
	17,259

	Total
	76,645


 
 
These savings have been reinvested predominantly in Social Care to meet to the growing demand for services, in particular from Dorset’s aging population who increasingly need Adult Social Care support.  In addition, our rural nature means that some of our costs are unavoidably high e.g., travel to school, and the provision of home care.  Despite this, Dorset Council receives very little government grant funding compared to other Councils across the Country. The Council is therefore working hard to persuade government to adjust the funding formula to make it fairer. Meanwhile, with the increase in costs and likely public sector spending cuts, our budget is more challenging to manage than ever. While we are faced with these unprecedented financial pressures, we need to continue to protect and maintain our frontline services for residents as much as possible. 

Library Consultation
Now in the second phase of consultation, communities are being asked for their views on the draft strategy, to help prioritise and explore what the library service could look like in their community.
In addition to the main survey, there is a dedicated children’s survey for ages 5-15 years, this can be completed on behalf of children who you care for.  To find all our surveys head to: www.dorsetcouncil.gov.uk/lets-talk-libraries. Support is also available via customer services where an officer can help to fill in the survey over the phone. Call 01305 221 000.
Those who need paper copies of the survey can access these by visiting their local library.
The survey will close on 22 December 2022.



