March 2020 to Dec 2020
Seems an age away, the endless Microsoft Teams Meeting, I literally have spent 100’s of hours in front of the laptop screen. Housing Meetings, Community Safety Partnership, Domestic Violence forums virtual planning meetings, including 26 hours in a virtual courtroom with the planning inspector.
I attended 27 different webinars and all whilst carrying on with the day job at Dorset Council. “Challenging” I think the word is.
January: 2021
Dorset Council were looking for feedback on its plans to construct a modern waste management centre for Blandford, which will also include a new household recycling centre for residents.
Work to refresh High Street in Gillingham started in Jan.
The council paid out more than £23million in the first two days of the scheme. Business support grants were automatically paid by Dorset Council to qualifying businesses. 
All businesses that successfully applied for the Local Restriction Support Grant received payments and DC sent emails to 3,500 businesses to confirm they would receive two payments.  
March
The planning convergence project combined the six legacy planning systems into one single software platform. 47 years of planning information has already been transferred to the new system for the former North and West District Councils. The third stage will relocate the former Weymouth and Portland’s Borough Council’s information. 
A new extra care residential development in Gillingham has been approved following Dorset Council Northern Area Planning Committee meeting on 23 March. 
On 29 March, Dorset Council completed the sale of the former North Dorset District Council Nordon site to Aster Communities Ltd. Detailed planning permission had already been granted and development is imminent. The development will be a mix of social rent and shared ownership homes, consisting of one-bedroom maisonettes alongside two, three and four bedroom-houses.
April 
Dorset Council unveiled ambitious plans to transform the St Mary’s site near Shaftesbury potentially providing better educational opportunities for around 280 pupils in Dorset children and young people with Special Educational Needs and Disabilities Currently more than 250 Dorset children have to be sent away to independent special schools – at a cost of around £14 million a year
Dorset Council’s Cabinet has approved a further £6.3million to help repair and maintain the county’s roads, footways, and cycleways.
Dorset Council has exceeded its target for providing new-build affordable housing in the county over the last 12 months. In a year like no other, with building sites restricted and materials in short supply at times, joint efforts have made this happen across the housing sector. The outstanding work by Housing Association partners pulling out the stops has meant that 301 safe and affordable housing has been made available for the residents of Dorset. The target was 300



May
The local link road near Shaftesbury will be closing for two weeks while it is 
reconstructed by Dorset Highways. Coles Lane, which is a popular cut through for local traffic and delivery vehicles travelling between the A30 Sherborne Causeway and Guys Marsh, will be closed along its entire length from Monday 10 May to Friday 19 May. The road will remain closed overnight and throughout the weekend.

Dorset Council’s Cabinet have discussed recommendations at its meeting on 6 April and have agreed to continue looking at the orders for the banning of disposable BBQs on Dorset land in high fire risk areas across Dorset. These will come into force at a later date.

Dorset Council’s Cabinet discussed the Capital Programme 2021/22 report, which outlines a number of major new projects that need capital funding.
Amongst these projects, which require a total of around £15m, are proposals to spend around £4.3m on stabilising the slopes at Dinah’s Hollow, at Melbury Abbas Dorset Council’s cabinet has approved these plans and agreed the funding.




