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Dorset Council awards £90,000 to support food schemes in the county
In a bid to support residents with rising living costs, Dorset Council has awarded £90K from the Government’s 2021 Household Support Fund to various food schemes over the last five months.
20 food projects – ranging from foodbanks to social supermarkets – received dedicated funding as part of the Governments’ plan to help those with limited disposable income across the winter period. The funding has enabled community groups and charities to continue to supply food and essential items to residents. More information is available for residents who struggle with access to food on the council website
New funding for struggling Dorset households
Vulnerable people in the Dorset Council area can apply for new support to help with rising costs.
Applications are being taken from Monday 6 June from pensioners and working age people in receipt of qualifying benefits or in fuel poverty.
The council has been awarded the funding from the Government’s Household Support Fund to provide short-term financial assistance. The support will be via supermarket vouchers. Vouchers will be issued to residents in the Dorset Council area with savings of less than £10,000 who meet the following criteria:
Either: Pensioner in receipt of Pension Credit; Working age and in receipt of a means tested benefit; or
A pensioner or working age resident not in receipt of a means tested benefit who is in fuel poverty.
Means tested benefits are Universal Credit, Housing Benefit, Council Tax Rebate, Income-related ESA (Employment and Support Allowance), Income Support, Working Tax Credit or Child Tax Credit.
Fuel poverty is defined as spending 10% of household income on energy costs
Vouchers will also be provided during the school holidays to families in receipt of free school meals. Residents will need their most recent bank statements, proof of benefits (if applicable), energy bill (if applicable) and identification.
The website also explains how to nominate a family member or friend if assistance is needed, or if the applicant does not have an email address.
Alternatively, applicants can get help to complete their form from a volunteer Dorset Digital Champion at their local library. To book an appointment, telephone 01305 221048 (Monday to Friday, 10am to midday)

Grants available for community organisations
The third round of the Community and Culture Project Fund, which is managed by Dorset Council, is now open and welcoming applications for projects and events for community, arts, accredited museums, heritage, sport, youth, play and physical activity.
The grants are designed to kick-start new activities that will benefit the local community and offer support to marginalised and disadvantaged groups in the Dorset council area.
Not for profit groups are welcome to apply for the grant, which can fund up to £5,000 towards a project that will have a social impact and support local communities and hard to reach groups.
You can find out more about eligibility and how to apply on the council website.

Rules are changing for home renovations
If you are planning a new build, an extension or conversion of your home, then the changes to the building regulations are important.
Building regulations make sure that any work done on a property is up to a certain standard.
From 15 June changes to the nation-wide regulations aim to improve the energy efficiency of homes and buildings across the UK. This will help the country move towards its target for net zero emissions. The changes include:
Ventilation: changes will help to improve air quality and ensure properties receive the necessary ventilation.
Conservation of Fuel and Power: changes will primarily impact the energy efficiency requirements for buildings.
Overheating: the new regulations aim to limit overheating in properties by introducing passive measures such as fitting shutters for shade and glazing design in new houses.
Electric Vehicle Charging: new residential properties will require the installation of electric vehicle charging points. More information is available for residents on the council website.

Dorset Council installs solar panels to cut carbon emissions and reduce cost of waste services
Newly installed solar panels at two of Dorset Council’s waste depots are already producing over 200,000 kWh of renewable energy each year and providing most of each building’s power needs. As part of the Public Sector Decarbonisation Scheme (PSDS) which saw the Council awarded £19m of central government funding by Salix to make publicly owned buildings more energy efficient, solar panels have been added to the roofs of the Crookhill waste services depot in Chickerell, and the Poundbury waste services depot in Dorchester. Similar panels have already been installed in schools, libraries, and leisure centres as part of the PSDS programme that is being coordinated by Dorset Council’s Sustainable Property team within the Assets and Property directorate. The work also includes the installation of heat pumps, LED lighting and improved building management systems at various Dorset Council sites and buildings across the county.




Dorset Road Fix 2022 – surface dressing from 30 May (This differs from the Haines Lane Repairs Marnhull)
Work is underway to repair rural and residential roads as part Dorset Council’s annual programme of surface dressing.
Surface dressing prolongs the life of roads by providing a waterproof seal, while also improving skid resistance. It forms a vital part of Dorset Highways’ annual road maintenance programme, alongside patching, micro-surfacing, in-situ recycling, road preservation and resurfacing.
This year, around 446,000m² of road will be restored with surface dressing as part of £16m of highway maintenance activity in the council area.
The work is carried out under a road closure, with on-street parking suspended to allow the work to take place.
North area
B3081 - Solar Farm to county boundary
New Road, Madjeston Hunger Hill, Madjeston Belchalwell Street, Okeford Fizpaine Calf Close Lane, Sturminster Newton White Lane Close, Sturminster Newton D31923 - From Copse Hill To Angers Lane, Broad Oak Pentridge Lane, Bagber The Cliff, Bryanston Gorcombe Farm Road, Charlton Marshall Clapcotts Farm Lane, Spetisbury South Farm Road, Spetisbury Church Lane, Anderson Quar Close, Mappowder
Bullocks Lane, Stoke Wake Kitford Lane, Ibberton Marsh Lane, Ibberton Stibles Lane, Ibberton

Voluntary and community organisations running costs boosted by new funding
Local voluntary and community organisations across the county have been awarded a total of £209,689 in financial support from Dorset Council in recent months to help with their running costs.
12 grants ranging from £5k to 10K per annum were awarded to organisations that work with disadvantaged, under served and marginalized communities in Dorset.
Dorset Council has a number of small grants for ‘kick starting’ new community projects and events,  
visit : Community and Culture Project Fund round 3 – Dorset Council
If you’re looking to develop a capital project (including refurbishment, improvement or a new community building) and need some funding visit our Capital Leverage Fund webpage – Capital Leverage Fund – Dorset Council

Dorset’s army of volunteer digital champions is growing
Dorset Council’s army of volunteer digital champions is growing to help meet the growing digital skills need in the county.
Six new recruits have come on board to join the council’s team of digital champions to help even more of the county’s residents get online.
Research has shown that nearly a third of Dorset’s residents don’t have the means or the skills to get online and are increasingly being left behind in a world that is becoming more reliant on the internet.
The council recruits volunteer digital champions to help those residents through regular face to face sessions at libraries across the county.
They can also help people over the phone via the council’s Digital Hotline. Residents can find out where their nearest digital champion session is by calling the Digital Hotline on 01305 221048.

New innovation hub officially opens at Dorset Council’s Innovation Park Near Wool
A new state-of-the-art innovation centre was formally opened by Minister for Defence Procurement, 
Mr Jeremy Quin MP, at a ribbon-cutting ceremony last week.
The Ministry of Defence’s new Defence BattleLab is located at Dorset Council’s Dorset Innovation Park (near Wool) and brings together military personnel, academic institutions and private sector companies to trial and experiment cutting-edge technology.
It is a multi-million-pound facility featuring rentable desks and office spaces for companies and organisations. It also boasts an engineering workshop, areas for collaboration and conference rooms.  It has 5G mobile connectivity, ultra-fast broadband, and a direct train line to London.
It marks a £5.7m collaboration between the Ministry of Defence (MoD), Dorset Council, and Dorset Local Enterprise Partnership (LEP). Dorset LEP invested £1.7 million of Dorset’s Local Growth Fund into this new facility, with Dorset Council contributing £1.1m of the land value and running its construction.
The Council has had a leading role in the Defence BattleLab project since the start, introducing the MoD concept to Dorset LEP, and was heavily involved in promoting the Enterprise Zone for inward investment as part of its Invest in Dorset programme, providing guidance and support throughout.
Council officers also worked with the MoD’s Defence BattleLab team to help them understand the landscape of investment, key sectors, working with government and other regional assets.
Dorset Innovation Park is already home to leading defence related companies such as Atlas Elektronik UK, QinetiQ and Norco Composites & GRP. The South Dorset area also hosts a wide range of cutting-edge defence industry such as Eaton Mission Systems, Coda Octopus, Ultra CEMS, Drumgrange, BMT, G3 Systems, and two units of BAE Systems and HeliOps.

