This information was requested by the Parish Council to clarify the current situation with the Bridleway, received on 17/11/2022

To All Concerned – Good Morning

Bridleway 33, Stourton Caundle currently commences on the bridge at the Holwell Parish boundary and continues east to Bridleway 6, Stourton Caundle.  Due to a believed drafting error on the Definitive Map, the route currently terminates at its junction with Bridleway 6 on the tarmac path in the grounds of Rowden Mill Farm (Points C – A on attached Plan is the currently legally recorded route of Bridleway 33).  

People have a Public Right of Way to make passage on foot, bicycle or horse along bridleways 33 and 6 as they are currently recorded which effectively allows a Public Right of Way for people to make passage from the east heading west (or vice versa) crossing the tarmac track at Rowden Mill Farm in a straight(ish) line.  

There is currently no definitive route heading north along the tarmac track to meet Rowden Mill Lane from the junction of the two bridleways (Points A – B on attached Plan).  People may currently choose to use the tarmac track from/to Rowden Mill Lane from /to the junctions of Bridleways 33/6 (as they may have become used to doing) but this would not be using a currently legally recorded Public Right of way and they could be challenged in their use of the tarmac track between Points A - B.  

The purpose of Definitive Map Modification Order (DMMO) T721 – Stourton Caundle is to establish if the believed drafting error can be corrected to record the section of bridleway that will continue Bridleway 33 to head north from the junction with Bridleway 6 to meet Rowden Mill Lane (Points A – B on attached Plan).  

The consultation period for DMMO T721 – Stourton Caundle has closed and a report is being drafted.  The report will make a recommendation as to whether an Order can be made to modify the Definitive Map which would result in Bridleway 33 being extended from Point A (its junction with Bridleway 6) to head north to meet Rowden Mill Lane at Point B thus recording the route of Bridleway 33, Stourton Caundle C – A – B as per the attached Plan.  

I hope this is of help in clarifying the purpose of DMMO T721 – Stourton Caundle and the next steps to be taken.

Kind regards
Sue
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